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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Murakami et al. (US 4,1 52,096) in view of Bingle et al. (US 6,362,548). 

With respect to claim 1 , Murakami et al. teach a system for closing a housing 
comprising a hollow base; a cover to be coupled to the hollow base, the parts defined 
by the hollow base and the cover including mutually seatable peripheral flanges (Fig. 9, 
Items 22 and 23); and a retaining means affixing the hollow base to the cover in the 
joining region where the peripheral flanges are mutually seated, characterized in that 
the peripheral flanges are shaped to define, jointly, an internal channel (Fig. 9, Item 82) 
extended along at least part of the circumferential extension of the peripheral flanges, 
the internal channel being filled with a gasket (Fig. 9, Item 48); but fail to disclose 
wherein the internal channel is opened to the opposite external faces of the latter by 
means of throughbores axially aligned to each other in pairs, each pair of throughbores 
maintaining a circumferential distance in relation to an adjacent pair of throughbores 
and wherein the gasket projects outwardly from the throughbores so as to define an 
axial lock portion to be seated on each of the adjacent opposite external faces of the 
peripheral flanges. 
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On the other hand, Bingle et al. teach an injected gasket (Fig.1 1 , Item 1 00") 
being place over surface (Fig.1 1 , Item 24") having a plurality of throughbores (Fig.1 1 , 
Item 114) wherein the gasket projects outwardly from the throughbores so as to define 
an axial lock portion (Fig.1 1 , Item 1 1 8) to be securely seated on the surface. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to employ the Bingle et al. gasket configuration with the 
Murakami et al. design because it would permit the gasket to serve as a sealing 
member and also as a locking mechanism that would secure the coupling of the base to 
the cover without the need of an external locking mechanism. 

With respect to claims 2 and 5-7, Murakami et al. teach the limitations 
described in the claims (Figs.9 and 10; Col.5, Line 57 - Col. 6, Line 26). 

With respect to claims 3 - 5, Bingle et al. teach the limitations described in the 
claims (Fig.1 1; Col.8, Lines 14-37). 

Conclusion 

2. The attached hereto PTO Form 892 lists prior art made of record that the 
Examiner considered it pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Contact Information 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edgardo San Martin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2074. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext.37. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Edgardo San Martin/ 

Edgardo San Martin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 
Class 181 
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